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GU Times News Service

GAUHATI UNIVERSITY,APR 11:
Setin lush green environs, Gauhati Uni-
versity has been witness to growing
construction activities within the cam-
pus, prompting the GU authority to
draw up a plan to conserve its wet-
lands.

Established in 1948, Gauhati Uni-
versity comprises of 508 acres of land
in totality, including built-up areas of 74
acres, green areas of 170 acres and
vacant spaces of 263.5 acres.

Sanjib Baruah, Engineer of GU,
said, "Gauhati University is a mixed
campus of built-up areas, green areas
and vacant spaces. The built-up areas
of 74 acres include the NH 37 bypass,
academic departments, residential
houses, hostels and administrative
blocks, while the 170 acres of green
areas include the forest and marshy
lands within the campus".

"The green areas will be kept as
non-residential areas, whereas con-
struction activities might take place in
the vacant spaces in future. Moreover,
there is a need to create separate blocks
for each kind of construction within the
campus. We are working on this plan",
added Baruah.

As of now, the total area of wet-

lands in Gauhati University campus is
30.47 hectare, of which two major
wetlands are the one behind Statistics
Department (9.34 hectare) and the
other at the surrounding areas of GU
Model School stretching up to Bhupen
Hazarika Xamadhikhetra (6.23 hect-
are). The other smaller wetlands dis-
tributed within the campus are yet to
be identified.

Kandarpa Das, Chairman of GU
Town Planning committee, said, "The
plan for conservation of wetland areas
at Gauhati University campus as drawn
on paper is yet to be implemented on
ground with due importance."

"The wetland behind Statistics
Department and the one near GU
Model School are two major natural
wetlands within the campus being
planned for conservation as varsity wa-
ter sports complexes. Conservation of
other small wetlands is equally impor-
tant to maintain the ecological balance
of GU. We are therefore planning to
clean all unidentified wetlands in the
campus and develop these shortly by
deploying labour," said Dhrubajyoti
Saharia, Member of GU Town Plan-
ning committee and Professor of Ge-
ography department.

"The construction of bypass high-

- o

way in the north of GU campus has af-
fected many wetlands, while some other
wetlands have been infested by weeds,"
added Saharia, pointing out that natural
wetlands in the campus exist in forms
like ponds and swamps too, while there
are also a number of man-made water
bodies.

Prasanta Kumar Saikia, Deputy
Coordinator of Centre for Aquaculture
and Biodiversity at GU under Zoology
Department said, "We must act respon-

Earth-filling activities under way at GU Campus

o

sibly by understanding the importance of
conserving wetlands in GU campus.
There are many microorganisms, insects
and aquatic animals that dwell in wetlands,
helping to make the land more fertile and
productive. Wetlands are also important
sources of water for habitations in this
area. Haphazard construction activities
destroy this entire process of long years,
and it might take another hundred years
to make the land fertile again." B
(Reporting by Raja Das)

IPR policy for varsity soon

GU Times News Service

GU
powerlifters

GAUHATI UNIVERSITY,
APR 11: The Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR) cell of
Gauhati University will soon
formulate a new IPR policy for
varsity students and research
scholars.

Speaking at the
valedictory session of a two-
day regional workshop on
Intellectual Property Rights at
Gauhati University on March
23, Prof. Pradeep Phukan, Co-
ordinator of GU IPR cell,
stressed on the need for proper
filing of application for grant of
patent rights to inventors/
innovators.

The workshop was jointly
organised by Gauhati
University IPR cell and Patent
Information Centre - Assam
Science Technology and
Environment Council
(ASTEC), Guwahati with the
objective to create awareness
on IPR in Northeast region and
sensitize participants about IPR
right from the basics.

Discussion on IPR policy during the workshop

Prof. Phukan said, “We
are still in capacity building stage
on the issue of IPR. Gauhati
University urgently needs an
IPR policy, because there could
arise a question whether a
scholar researching under GU
should apply for grant of patent
or whether it is the varsity
authority that can do so.”

“While looking to the State
government for an IPR policy,
ASTEC is also a body that can
encourage  innovators,
especially at grassroots level, to

file patent applications. ASTEC
can bear the charge of at least
5 patentees annually. Many such
innovators generally sideline
themselves, unable to bear the
financial strain in applying for
patent”, suggested Phukan.

Dr. Amitav Chakravarty,
formerly Deputy Controller,
Patent office, Kolkata in one of
the workshop sessions, spoke
on the issue of intellectual
property infringement. He said
that repairing the patented
programme and third party use

of patent through import of
product from foreign markets
are not deemed to be
infringement of patent.

“If there is a minor change
in the variables or character of
a product, then that is deemed
to be infringement of patent”,
he clarified.

Dr. Ranjit Kumar
Barman, Head, S&T Division,
ASTEC said, “We are

facilitating the process of filing
application for grant of patent
among innovators on the
grassroots level through
various means. A number of
workshops and IPR camps
have been organised by us in
recent days in order to create
awareness on intellectual
property rights among
innovators. Five university [IPR
cells have been created and
57,900 IPR camps organised
till date, whereas 264
authorised wusers have
registered for GI-Muga silk of
Assam under our umbrella.” B

(Reporting by Raja Das)

clinch gold

GU Times News Service

G A UHATII
UNIVERSITY, APR 11:
GU athletes struck gold in the
Northeast Powerlifting
Championship 2018
organised by Indian
Powerlifting Federation on
March 10-11 at Indoor Hall
in Silchar. Mrinalini Saikia,
Gymnasium Instructor at
Director of Students’
Welfare, GU and Saima
Sultana, a second semester
student of Education
Department clinched gold in
the 84 kg and 57 kg
categories of women’s
section respectively, besides
six other participants from
GU.

Altogether 72
competitors from different
parts of the Northeast
participated in the women’s
section of the championship. B
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Communlcatlon barrler in GU

A communication

barrier has come up
in Gauhati University, one of the
oldest varsities in the country
and also featured among the top
five in state universities list as
per NIRE. Assamese is widely
used for communication in GU,
which creates problems for
non-Assamese speakers, who
are mostly from other states.
Using Assamese has both
positive and negative effects, as
its use helps preserve the
culture of Assam, the language
and its exposure to a larger
audience, but comes with a
drawback as many students
find English a convenient means
of communication. The
programmes held in the varsity
are usually addressed in
Assamese which leads to
problems in comprehension for
non-Assamese speakers.
Most of them sit and watch the
programmes without

understanding anything, which
makes these a failure During the
GU student elections, the
candidates desiring to
represent the university mostly
avoid English. The least they
can do is say a few lines in
English so that non-Assamese
students can better choose their
candidates. The whole election
process, be it the debates or the
speeches, everything is
conducted in Assamese,

leaving non-Assamese students
from other states wondering
about the issues and who to
vote for. It would be better if
the candidates use both
Assamese and English to
convey their message and grab
the attention of a larger
audience. When the university
organises an event for students,
it should focus a little more on
the use of English, as it would
be a more convenient way to

reach out to all the students.
There are many students
from outside Assam who want
to enrol in Gauhati University,
but because of the language
barrier they are unable to do
so. The university should focus
mostly on English as it is the
universal language used
everywhere in the world for
higher learning and research.
When students go outside the
State or the country for jobs
or further studies, it is a big
setback for them and reflects
badly on their university if
people take a dim view of their
educational background
because of their inability to
speak in proper English. The
use of English should be
encouraged and the faculties of
the university should interact
with students in English,
irrespective of whether there
is any non-Assamese speaker
in the class or be it a class full

of Assamese speakers.

There are other varsities
in the State like Tezpur
University, Assam University
and Dibrugarh University
where students are encouraged
to interact in English, and their
programmes are also
conducted in English. These
are the top universities in
Assam along with Gauhati
University, but unlike GU they
prefer using English as their
preferred means  of
communication. Gauhati
University being a top state
university should maintain a
high standard by holding
programmes in English so as
to groom students for bright
prospects. The university will
attract more students from
outside the state or the country
if this language barrier is lifted,
and its ranking might go up as
well.®

= Sentikala Longkumer

Competition
held

GU Times News Service

G A UHATII
UNIVERSITY, APR 11:
On the occasion of golden
jubilee celebration of the
Botanical Society of Assam,
a State level debate and quiz
competition was organized on
April 7 by the Botanical
Society of Assam in
collaboration with
Department of Botany, GU.
The debate competition,
organized in the memory of
Late Ramavallav, held in the
New Academic Building was
contested by 9 teams from
different institutions. There
were 13 teams in the fray in
the quiz competition
organized in the memory of
Late Ganesh Chandra
Bordoloi.

Sabnam Fardaj and
Anusha Saha of Guwahati
Medical College were
adjudged the best team while
Subrat Dutta and Kasturi
Talukdar of GU were adjudged
the second best team.
Manashmita Mahanta of
Cotton University won the title
of best debater. In the quiz
competition, Bhargav Kashyap
and Rituraj Sharma of Don
Bosco Senior Secondary
received 1st prize, Rajibul
Awal and Kaustav Sharma of
Tezpur University received 2nd
prize and Rashmi H. Rahman
and Rafad Ahmed of Guwahati
University received 3rd prize.
|
(Reporting by Subrat Dutta)

PANE Foundation Day celebrated

GU Times News Service

GAUHATI UNIVERSITY,
APRIL 11: On the occasion
of Physics Academy of the
North East (PANE)
Foundation Day, a lecture
was held on 6th April in the
conference hall of GU Institute
of Science &Technology. It
was organized by department
of Applied Sciences, GU in
association with Physics
Academy of North East
(PANE). The PANE
Foundation Day Lecture on
‘Burning Plasma Experiment

as Next Step in Fusion’ was
delivered by Prof. Dhiraj Bora,
Vice Chancellor of Assam
Science and Technology
University (ASTU). Dr Mridul
Hazarika, Vice Chancellor,
GU, also graced the event.

In his lecture, Prof. Bora
highlighted the technology
development of Fusion as an
alternate clean source of energy
which will have to be part of the
world energy mix. International
Thermonuclear Experimental
Reactor (ITER) built the first
‘Fusion Science Experiment’,

capable of producing a self-
sustaining fusion reaction,
called ‘burning plasma’.

After the lecture, there
was an interactive session with

students as well as the guests
present. B

(Reporting by

Nilakshi Goswami,

Prastuti Gogoi)

Students rally over women’s rights

GU Times News Service

GAUHATI UNIVERSITY,
APR 11: Several horrendous
rape incidents in the State last
month and the controversy
swirling over the fate of
Assam Women’s University at
Jorhat have elicited serious

concern among GU students.

In solidarity with girl
students from school to varsity
levels in other parts of the
State, the Post Graduate
Students Union (PGSU) of
Gauhati University organised
atorchlight rally in the campus

on March 27.

Hundreds of GU
students chanting slogans like
‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’,
protested against the Assam
government’s reported
attempt to downgrade the
lone women’s varsity in the
State by converting it into a
technical institute, as well as
Dispur’s failure in enforcing
the law strictly to punish
rapists.

“With the objective of
‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’,
we have taken out this rally
to make the government hear
our voice of protest. The rape
incidents in just one month
and the conspiracy against
Assam Women’s University
have impelled us to take
torchlights in our hands and
demand justice”, said PGSU

president Manash Pratim
Duarah.

“We will introduce a
women’s self defense training
centre at GU from April,
keeping in view the security
of girl students,” he added.

“It seems that humanity
is getting lost somewhere.
Better late than never, this is
the right time to raise our
voice. The youth must wake
up against inhumane acts
going on in our society,” said
Prerona Khandikar, Prefect
of RCC 1 Girls’ Hall, GU.

Along with PGSU,
student unions of colleges
affiliated under GU have also
taken out agitational
programmes to push for
women rights issues in the
State. ®

(Reporting by Raja Das)
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Make ‘smart’ police
women-friendly

rimes against women have increased manifold in the last

few years. According to the Assam Human Development report
2014, atotal of 13,468 cases of crimes against women were reported
from all over the State. The number has more than doubled to 29,223
according to a report published in a national daily in February last.
But let us not forget that these are only figures of reported cases.
The number of unreported cases is probably much more.

Women are hesitant to report such cases due to social stigma
or the fear of being humiliated by the questions posed by the
normally insensitive policemen manning police stations. When
the Assam government is talking about smart police stations,
women do not even feel safe to approach the police. In fact,
there are no specialized crime investigation officers in our police
stations. Crimes committed against women receive low priority
in their scheme of things. Most policemen spend their time looking
after law and order situations. The police stations in rural areas
lack adequate number of women constables. Therefore, a
dedicated women cell in each and every police station is a must.

Although crimes against women include molestation, rape,
abduction, trafficking, domestic violence, dowry killings etc, mostly
rape cases make the headlines. Laws to punish rape have been
made more stringent in the country. The UN Convention on Rights
of the Child was ratified by India in 1992. Acts like Protection of
Children against Sexual Offences Act, 2012 and Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 have been passed
and some other safeguards are being given or promised to women.
But if reporting crimes against women remains a corrosively
humiliating experience for survivors in the intimidating police
stations, what would be the utility of such laws? The police force
needs to be sensitized first, the police stations being planned to
become ‘smart’ in the coming days should also be women-friendly,
and above all, crimes against women should be investigated
seriously to ensure justice to victims and their families. B

Lately, whenever

digging into your
social media accounts, you
may have seen this strange
hashtag ‘#MeToo’ popping out
on every platform. Ever
wondered what is it and why it
is trending?

The #MeToo movement
spread virally in October
2017 as a hashtag used on
social media to expose
the widespread
prevalence of sexual
harassment and
exploitation, especially
in the workplace. It
followed soon after
allegations of sexual
misconduct exploded
on social media against top
Hollywood producer Harvey
Weinstein. The phrase was
previously used in this context
by African-American civil
rights activist Tarana Burke
and was popularized by
American actress and activist
Alyssa Milano when she
encouraged women to tweet
it “to give people a sense of
the magnitude of the
problem”. Since then, the
phrase has been posted online
millions of times, often with an
accompanying personal story

of sexual victimisation. The
response on Twitter included
high-profile posts from
several celebrities, and many
stories of sexual violence
were shared, including that of
actor/singer Anthony Deane
Rapp against legendary actor
Kevin Spacey.

If we trace this evil
carefully we can see it

operating everywhere around
us. Be it at the workplace,
office, classroom or even
within the four walls of our own
home, it has unfortunately
become a brutal reality. When
asked about it, a young lady
scholar from the Department
of Political Science, GU,
remarked, “I totally stand with
the movement. I am glad that
through social media, people
are finally coming out. Sexual
harassment or exploitation was
always there, it is just now that
more people are speaking

about it and exposing it. It is
not to be taken lightly. Be it in
any form, it is an out and out
crime”. Another lady scholar
from the Department of
Philosophy added, “I
encourage every girl out there
to come forward if they had
ever experienced it. At the end
of the day, there is always a
helping hand”.

A male scholar
from the Department of
Law however pointed
out: “Right now when
the entire world is so
taken up with feminist
issues, which is great by
the way, we often tend
to forget the males.
There are reports of men too
being victimized by sexual
predators.”

Onesignificant factthatneeds
be noted is that with each passing
day, the social media phenomenon
is growing stronger. The #MeToo
movementis arecent instance that
shows social media surpassing
even mainstream media, with the
latter desperately trying to catch up.
Itmay be a double-edged sword,
but social media whenever used
properly is already giving a voice
tothe hitherto voiceless. B

= Mosis Wangsa

Cycling for a

S

GU Times News Service
GAUHATI UNIVERSITY,
APR 11: In order to stay green
and eco-friendly, Gauhati
University is set to become a
cycling campus soon.

“We have prepared a grand
plan to maintain the eco-friendly
environment of the campus. The
blueprint has already reached our
hands. The plan includes various
development works to keep the
campus environment green. It
consists of several work plans
ranging from managing
biodegradable and non-
biodegradable wastes to building
up a cycling campus”, said Dr
Mridul Hazarika, Vice
Chancellor, GU.

Using bicycles will also act

A student cycling at GU campus

as an alternative means of
transport, as the new regulations
to come into effect soon at the
completion of closed GU
campus will restrict the
movement of commercial
vehicles inside the campus.

Hazarika added, “Building
GU into a cycling campus will
also be helpful for students as
commercial vehicles will be
restricted within the campus
once it is closed off. We
welcome the positive proposal
of Post Graduate Students’
Union for a cycling campus. We
are making all efforts to bring
this about in 2-3 months”.

“We have procured a new
cycle at our department for easy
movement around the campus

green
varsity campus
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which sprawls over 600 acres. Our
initiative is to help re-install the
cycling culture amongst faculties
and students of our department, in
keeping with the varsity authority’s
move to convert GU into acycling
campus”, said Dr Ankuran Dutta,
Head, Department of
Communication & Journalism,
GU.

Notably, the Varsity Week
held in March 8-15 at GU
included cycling as a new event
for the first time, aimed at
promoting cycling culture
among students in the campus.

Manash Pratim Duarah,
President of Students’ Union at
GU said, “We are happy that
the closed campus of GU is near
completion. Therefore, we have
proposed to the authority to
provide 5 cycles to each hostel
initially for use within the
campus, apart from promoting
cycling culture through the
inclusion of cycling as an event
for the first time in this year’s
varsity week”.

“We will also be organising
acycle rally within the campus
shortly to further promote cycling
culture at GU,” he added.

(Reporting by Raja Das)

GU Times News Service

Science Model :
Focus on innovators

GAUHATI UNIVERSITY, APR 11: In this age of Big Sci-
ence, one tends to forget that science began taking a grip on
the public mind around three centuries back because it yielded
solutions to real-life problems. In their continuing endeavour to
put the focus back on the scientist-innovator, GU students have
been helping to organise a scientific model competition on the
occasion of National ScienceDay.

This year too, the Electronics Project competition
organised on 28 February by Electronics and Communication
Technology Department, GU witnessed enthusiastic participa-
tion of budding innovators from the Departments of Institute of
Science and Technology, Electronics Communication, Com-
puter Science, Physics, Instrumentation and Biotechnology of
Gauhati University, Assam Don Bosco University from
Guwahati, Girijananda Institute of Management and Technol-
ogy from Tezpur and Netes Institute of Technology and Sci-
ence (NITS) from Mirza.

“The competition is organised at the student’s initiative”, said
Raju Barman, departmental representative of Electronics and
Communication Technology Department, GU.

Jutika Bora, a student of the host department and member of
organizing committee said, ‘‘The main objective of organizing
this competition is to demonstrate models of innovations. .
“We are heading towards a world of artificial intelligence and
robots. The system I have developed will transparently keep
every command being delivered to the robot. ”, said a partici-
pant from Assam Don Bosco University.

The cash prize awards of Rs 10,000, Rs 5,000 and Rs 3,000
for the best three projects were declared online, with entries
from Assam Don Bosco University clinching the first and third
prizes while an entry from GU Physics Department secured

the second prize. (Reporting by Raja Das)




Fitness mantra at GU gym
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G A UHATI
UNIVERSITY, APR 11:
The absence of courses like
physical education in GU
curriculum had long meant
less thrust on health and
fitness issues among varsity

students. But in recent years,
the scenario has changed with
the University Gym working as
ahealth awareness agent in the
campus. It has turned into a
meeting place for young tykes
passionate about working out
to develop their six-packs,

along with maintaining a
proper diet and fitness
regimen.

“The lack of a course on
physical education has always
been felt when it comes to the
issue of physical fitness of our
students. However, within the
GU campus, health tips
provided at the university gym
have been helpful in spreading
health awareness here. The
special feature of GU gymiis that
it provides a combo pack of
arm wrestling, powerlifting,
weightlifting, body building and
yoga”, said Bhaskar Saikia, GU
gyminstructor.

Saikia who is also a
powerlifting State referee
added, “For those who want to
groom up as models, we

provide tips to maintain healthy
physical structure, while for
those who are interested in
body building, we train them. Of
them, many have participated in
powerlifting and body building
competitions at international
level like at Asia and other
places, and won gold in last
seven years’ .

Over the years, the ‘Mr
GU’ body building contest
during Varsity Week has
become a very attractive event,
as shown by the rising numbers
of participants from 2010
onwards.

“The rising numbers only
go to show that more and more
GU students are becoming
conscious about their health.
There were only 4 participants

when I competed for ‘Mr
GU’ title in 2010", said
Saikia, who won the crown
that year.

Stressing the importance
of introducing Physical
Education course in Gauhati
University, Masum Janid,
Gymnasium Secretary, Post
Graduate Students’ Union
(PGSU) said, “GU must also
introduce Physical Education
course like other varsities as
physical fitness is vital for
mental fitness. Students are
interested to talk about their
health nowadays. As of now,
University Gym is the only
place for them to discuss
about strength and fitness
matters”. B

(Reporting by Raja Das)

New course

GU Times News Service
GAUHATI UNIVERSITY,
APR 11: Gauhati University
approved a new course of
Bachelor in Arts (BA) in
Journalism and Mass
Communication (Major and
Pass course) in an Academic
Council meeting held recently
at GUIST seminar hall, GU.
The undergraduate
course in Journalism and Mass
Communication was proposed
after the new Committee for
Courses and Syllabus, CCS
(UG) was formed in the last
Academic Council meeting and
iS now on way to introduce the
course under its affiliated
colleges, which is around 400
in number from the new
academic session that starts
from August this year.
“Communication is the
fourth basic need, after food,
shelter and clothes. Soiitis very
good to see the inclusion of this
course at undergraduate level,
following approval by the
committee members. This
course of Journalism and Mass
Communication should also be
introduced in HS level to build
up a foundation of the subject
from preliminary stage”, said
Dr Ankuran Dutta, Head,
Department of Communication
and Journalism, GU.
Duttaadded, ““This step will
give the subject a mainstream
courserecognition that will benefit
students taking it as their major
course, while students of English,
History, Political Science and
other subjects will also be
benefitted by taking it as their
pass course. Students and
faculties from other universities
can also opt for this new course
from the new academic session
this year”. B
((Reporting by Raja Das))

Equip students to deal with stress

GU Times News Service
GAUHATI UNIVERSITY,
APR 11: Varsity life can be
daunting for youths with
crushing study workloads and
gnawing career anxieties,
particularly in a State like Assam
saddled with chronic
joblessness. Relationship
problems can add further to
their emotional woes, making it
a particularly dicey phase.

“A psychological counseling
centre is very much important at
university level as students remain
depressed over job prospects and
relationship issues. There is a
career and guidance cell at GU,
but that alone cannot help students
deal with stress. Nor have they
involved anyone from Psychology

department. Students are mostly
lacking in awareness about mental
health. This besides, stigma ias
attached to such problems and
seeking of professional help,” said
Professor Indranee Phookan
Barooah of Psychology
Department, GU.

“We have proposed
setting up a psychological
counseling centre to hold family
counseling programmes, on the
basis of a government
notification in 2016, but no
response has been forthcoming
from GU administration so far,”
she added.

A mental health awareness
programme was organised by
Ujjeevit Foundation, a
Guwabhati-based organisation

for overall development of
children and youth, in
association with GU Study
Circle at the varsity on April 1.

“Students labouring under
mental stress can come to know
scientifically aboutit by attending
such programmes. Mental health
awareness programme is helpful
to identify depression among
students through various symptoms
in their behaviour, which can then
be overcome through counseling,”
Professor Barooah said.

Rahul Dutta, founder of
Ujjeevit Foundation, said, “This
mental health awareness
programme is part of our 6-
months-long campaign ‘Khul
Ke Bolo’ in which we have
targeted to reach 1,000 youths

of schools, colleges and
universities in the city. Our
objective is to lay a platform for
them to speak about the stresses
troubling them and learn from
the success stories of those who
fought and overcame their
depression.”

“There are many GU
students who have waited long
for this kind of awareness
programme to be organised in
the campus. This programme
will be helpful to all, irrespective
of gender in the campus, though
some may use this platform to
highlight current issues, like the
lot of girl students,” said
Aparajita Mahanta, president of
GU Study Circle. m

(Reporting by Raja Das)

GU Times News Service
GAUHATI UNIVERSITY,
APR 11: In the information age,
itis easy to lose sight of the fact
that only a coherent body of
meaningful information can form
the base of
genuine knowledge, which in turn
develops into enlightening
perspective and wisdom.

“Rather than becoming
smart synthesizers of information,
students should aim to acquire the
form of knowledge that many
philosophers and scientists of past
and present have been nurturing,”
said Dr Jitendra Nath Goswami,
eminent scientist and Padma Shri
awardee. He was delivering the
Gauhati University Teachers’
Association (GUTA) annual
lecture on ‘Origin and Early
Evolution of Solar System’ at BK
auditorium on 28 March.

Hailed for his contribution as
chief scientist to the country’s first

moon mission ‘Chandrayaan-1’
and also associated prominetly with
the second moon mission and
Mars mission, Dr Goswami spoke
abouthow new things are created
after destruction, as it has been
with the solar system that was born
from a cosmic event, and in turn
may giverise to another planetary
system millions of years from now.
“Our solar system was
formed by the gravitational
collapse of a molecular cloud
which not necessarily releases
energy horizontally, but in vertical
direction, resulting in flattening of
the shape of the cloud into a
planetary system. Such
gravitational collapse of a
molecular cloud leads to the
gradual formation of grain, grain
aggregates, cm-meter-km-sized
objects, planetesimals and
planets”, said Dr Goswami.
“The entire formation of our
solar system is easily traceable

Dr. Jitendra Nath Goswami during his lecture session

through the study of a small grain
of meteorite thatis only 0.1 mmin
size. Refractory oxides and
silicates, silicate spherules,
chronalates etc, are the fragments
of the processed asteroids during
the gravitational collapse of
molecular cloud that is melted and
differentiated. Therefore, it can be
said that there may be another
planetary system in next million of
years out of this gravitational

collapse,” he added.

“It was indeed a very
fruitful lecture that refreshed our
minds from the pollution of politics
today. Such lectures help develop
the spirit of scientific thinking
among students who come from
various schools and colleges,
apart from the varsity”, said Prof.
Archana Sharma, President of
GUTA,GU. =

(Reporting by Raja Das)




m_____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___=n
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GAUHATI UNIVERSITY,
APR 11: Should any students
organisation be allowed to hold
its meet at the GU Boys Common
Room? This question has created
dissension within the varsity
students union itself,
disgruntlement among various
students organisations, while
leaving the larger student
community bewildered.

A group of students led by
the vice president, assistant
general secretary, cultural
secretary, Boys’ Common Room
secretary and minor games
secretary of Post Graduate
Students Union (PGSU) of
Gauhati University recently
protested against the holding of
programmes by political ornon-
political organizations at the
Boys’ Common Room.

The protest was sparked
by a programme held on March
22 at the Boys’ Common Room
for the formation of new GU
AASU unit, which was not taken
kindly by a section of students
and rival students organisations.

“The Boys Common
Roomi s a place of recreation for
all varsity students, which in no
way can be allowed to be used
for the benefit of any political or
non-political organization. As
secretary of Boys Common
Room, I had not consented to
any programme for GU AASU
unit formation there. But, despite

my clear stand on the issue, the
programme went ahead”, said
Ranjan Upadhyay, secretary of
Boys Common Room, GU.

“When contacted, the
president and general secretary
of PGSU, who were also
present in the programme of GU
AASU unit, said they had
confirmed permission for holding
the meet at Boys Common Room
from the varsity authority,”
Upadhyay added.

“We condemn the weak
stand of PGSU on the issue of
holding programmes by political
or non-political organizations at
the Boys Common Room. We are
surprised how they can change
their stand on the same issue within
just four months. Earlier, we had
sought a press meet at the Boys
Common Room to clear our stand
on the arrest of GU students for
protesting against the State
government’s eviction drive at
Amchang. However, we were
refused permission,” said
Premananda Das, president, GU
unit of Satra Mukti Sangram
Samiti (SMSS).

Das added, “This is a total
betrayal of the faith of thousands
of students who had welcomed
the PGSU’s stand four months
back of not allowing any
programme by political or non-
political organizations at the Boys
Common Room. Now, they are
being partial to a particular students
organisation. We will be forced to

the campus until and unless the

PGSU answers
partiality”.

However, PGSU president
Manash Pratim Duarah, said,
“We got the permission from GU
authority to hold the programme
of GU AASU unit formation for
thenew sessionin Boys Common
Room. Itis the GU authority that
has the power to give such
permission. There can be nothing
wrong in allowing the formation
of students unit of any regional
organisation. All Assam Students
Union (AASU) is a regional
organisation that works for the
welfare and interests of students
in the State. Even, the GU units
of organisations like All Assam
Minority Students Union
(AAMSU), Dimasa Students
Union and Christian Students
Union were earlier permitted to
form their units at the Boys
Common Room”.

Be as it may, the latest
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GAUHATI UNIVERSITY,
APR 11: Boxing as a sport is
rapidly gaining ground in GU,
with a tournament held for the
first time in this year’s edition of
Varsity Week.

The boxing tournament
was held in 55-59 kg, 60-64
kg, 65-69 kg and above 75 kg
weight categories, with around
40 pugilists in the fray, including
girls. All the bouts were marked
by enthusiastic participation of
students.

“Organising a boxing
tournament for the first time at
GU is an encouraging step. It
will grab the attention of

interested students to adopt this

sport professionally. Varsities
are the best hunting grounds for
boxing that s still not a popular
sportin Assam”, said Jyotirmoy
Boro who was the referee of the
tournament.

Altaf Hussain, one of the
judges at the event, said, “The
tournament was  very
competitive and up to the mark,
considering that it was organised
here for the first time. Starting
boxing at university level brings
a ray of hope for the sport in
Assam. Some of the participants
in the competition were trained
under different clubs, whereas
some were newcomers. From

kes off at GU

next time, we will organise a
pre-training camp for 10-15
days before the Varsity Week
kicks off”.

Bhaskar Saikia, GU gym
instructor said, “At present, we
don’t have any provision for
boxing training in the university.
But the encouraging number of
participants shows that there
are many boxing aspirants in
GU and we are ready to
forward our proposal to the
varsity authority for the initial
requirements to nurture such
aspirants in future”.

In the Boys section, Abdul
Momin (55-59 kg), Gulzar
Hussain (60-64 kg), Noel NC
Rozamliane (65-69 kg) and
Md. Khalidur Rehman (75 plus
kg), and in the Girls section,
Dorothy Bordoloi (55 kg) and
Murchana Saharia (55 plus kg)
won their respective categories.

Abdul Momin and Partha
Pratim Hazarika secured the title
of ‘Best Boxer’ and ‘Best
Runners-up’ of Gauhati
University, 2018 respectively. B
(Reporting by Raja Das)

dispute over the Boys Common
Room has spurred the National
Students Union of India (NSUI)
to seek its own office and the
Satra Mukti Sangram Samiti
(SMSS) calling for a mini orchid
park within the campus.

“We are always involved
with the problems of students
whether at national, state or
university level. Itis not easy for
an elected students union to
address all problems within the
campus. EvenI failed during my
tenure as president of PGSU at
GU tofulfill all promises because

of lack of time. Establishing an
office of NSUI within the campus
can expedite in solving various
problems of students and
promote political activism among
them democratically”, said
Manabjyoti Kalita, president of
GU NSUI unit.

The GU unit of Satra Mukti
Sangram Samiti has meanwhile
approached the varsity authority
seeking allotment of land within
the campus forestablishing amini
orchid park.

“Krishak Mukti Sangram
Samiti, the parent organisation of
SMSS, has made a rich
contribution to orchid
conservation efforts in the State
by setting up a large orchid park
in Golaghat district. Establishment
of a mini orchid park in GU
campus will make available
various species of orchids found
in Assam and the Northeast to
students and research scholars,”
said Premananda Das, president
of GU unit of SMSS. =B

(Reporting by Raja Das)

ot long ago, the average

Indian customer could not
think of buying anything without
fingering it all over and
bargaining sharply with the
seller. Times have changed to
an extent that even varsity
youths rushing about the
campus think nothing about
browsing on the go and ordering
things online. Itis easy, fast and
convenient; the customer can
compare prices and hunt for
bargains.
This trend is only likely to get
bigger, with the number of
online shoppers in
India crossing the
9 crore mark in
2017. Thanks to affordable
smartphones and cheap data
packs, mobile internet users in
the country will likely be nearly
48 crores with the latest IAMALI
reportidentifying young students
as the most prolific users of
such services. But, every good
thing also has a bad aspect to it.
Some advantages and
disadvantages of online shopping
are as follows:
Pros:
e It’s a good way to buy
something from your home. So,
you don’t need to go to the
malls.
* Before you pick up anything,
you can search different sites
and compare. So, you don’t
jump from shop to shop.

Online shopping:
Pros & Cons

* You can buy anything

whenever you need. You can

do shopping 24x7 because the

stores are never closed.

* You can also buy things by

reading reviews of that

particular product. It can help

you to choose better.

* There is no need to bargain.

All we have to do is visit the

website, search it and buy it as

per our budget.

« [t provides variety to the buyer

because many websites give

discounts time to time.

* Whenever you shop, you
have your privacy.

Cons:

* You cannot try
the products before buying it.
* Sometimes, online shoppers
do not know if the site is safe
to shop or not.

* Many websites take extra
delivery charges. It jacks up
the product price.

* There is a gap between
buying and getting delivery. You
do not get your products at that
very moment.

* There could be fraud in the
payment system. Your card
information could be hacked.
* Sometimes, they might
deliver you fake or duplicate
products. This happens mostly
with electronics.

* Most sellers promise
replacement and payback but
sometimes don’t do so. B
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